

My husband and I had the pleasure of attending a two week beginners program at Scuola Appia Vecchia in October 2010.  This was something we wanted to do for a long time but we had the expected misgivings about trying to learn a language in our 60’s and about staying in the teacher’s home.  How wrong we were.  We both agree that in more than 30 years of traveling in Europe this was probably the best experience we ever had.  





Professoressa Francesca and her husband Joe were the perfect hosts.  We had a nicely fitted out room with everything we needed and even sharing the bathroom with other students was not the problem we anticipated.  The villa, located in the town of Velletri, is really lovely and from day one we felt at home and very comfortable there.  The property features sweeping gardens and an orchard of olive trees and the separate classroom facility was very convenient and well suited.  





The program was expertly planned to insure the maximum benefit from both the classroom training, the daily field trips and, of course, the meals served family style in the villa’s dining room.  Professoressa Francesca is not only extremely well qualified, she is a very gift teacher.   Chef Joe prepared delicious meals and offered all of the students the opportunity to observe and learn from him.  In our case, we learned a lot about making soups from fresh, seasonal ingredients and we enjoyed lots of fantastic wine pressed from the villa’s own grapes.





As much as we enjoyed and benefitted from the classroom work, we also got so much from the daily field trips.  Although we had traveled to Italy on a number of occasions, Joe brought us to places we had never visited before - and some places we had never even heard of.  Please refer to my blog at 


� HYPERLINK "http://janetkin.wordpress.com" ��http://janetkin.wordpress.com� for some further insight into the scope of what we experienced while at Scuola Appia Vecchia.  Some of the trips we enjoyed most were to the Roman vessels at Lake Nemi, the American and British cemeteries at Anzio, the English cemetery in Rome, the Museo Piana delle Orme, and the remains of Nero’s beach front palace on the Tyrrhenian Sea.





We might not have been the best students, but Francesca was extremely patient and we could speak a beginners Italian by the end of the program.  We recently returned from a visit to friends in southern Germany and being so close to Italy, we had an opportunity to use our Italian in shops and restaurants there.  While we enjoyed being with old friends, all we could think of was returning to Velletri for another session with Francesca and Joe.  We know we will get back there before too long.  


Barry and Janet  from the Usa
























